
Holy Week is here. I'm not sure how you're celebrating this week. I would imagine it does not

feel quite as celebratory as normal.  However this year, this year is much closer to the first

Easter than ever before. The Easter where Jesus came out of the tomb. The Easter where the

disciples were scared and had fled in all different directions. The Easter where the faithfulness

of one woman would go on to change the world. That Easter was very dark but light still broke

through and overpowered everything. I think this Easter could be like that too.

11 Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, she bent down to look into the
tomb. 12 She saw two angels dressed in white, seated where the body of Jesus had been, one
at the head and one at the foot. 13 The angels asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
 
She replied, “They have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.” 14 As
soon as she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she didn’t know
it was Jesus.15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” 
 
Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where
you have put him and I will get him.”16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”She turned and said to him in
Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means Teacher). 
 
17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t yet gone up to my Father. Go to my
brothers and sisters and tell them, ‘I’m going up to my Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.’”18 Mary Magdalene left and announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Then
she told them what he said to her.
 
Questions
Chelsea talked about things feeling "dark" right now.
How do you feel about the current pandemic situation?
How do you think those who walked with Jesus felt after he was killed?
Have you ever experienced death in your life? How do you understand and process death?
 
As Christians we are called to live as people of resurrection.
What does that even mean? Does this change your perspective on life and death?
In verse 18 Mary announces to the disciples and eventually to the world that "I've seen the
Lord." What does it look like for someone to do that today?
How can you share your faith experience in a time that the world just feels "dark"?
What are you doing for Easter?
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